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undisciplined sailors made the natives angry
by their exactions, and Hudson was com-
pelled to set sail. He continued to follow
the coast northward, and on September 12
reached Sandy Hook. He spent a month
exploring the river named after him, ascend-
ing as high as the present site of Albany,
but his provisions began to run short, and
his mutinous crew compelled him to return
to Europe. He reached England on No-
vember 7.

In the following year, 1610, Hudson tried
to renew his engagement with the Dutch
East India Company, but the terms they
offered were so poor that the famous navi-
gator again approached the English com-
pany. His old masters were willing to fit
out a ship for him, and he sailed in April and
by June 10 had reached Hudson's Strait,
passing into the bay beyond (Hudson's Bay),
and spending some months examining its
coasts and islands.

In September one of his officers tried to
excite revolt against his rule. Hudson
was compelled to strip him of his rank,
but this act of justice only exasperated the
sailors. In the early part of November,
Hudson reached the extremity of the bay
named after him, fixed on a spot to winter
in, and drew his ship up on dry land; for
though he had left England with only six
months' provision, he was resolved to face
the Arctic winter rather than give up the
search for the North West Passage. Hap-
pily, his crew were able to kill a great num-
ber of birds, and so, though their rations were
scanty, they did not have a very distressing
winter. But whea spring came and the ice
cleared away, and Hudson prepared to sail his
ship, he found that the sailors were resolved
to get rid of him. Undisturbed by the con-
spiracy, the brave navigator distributed to
each man his share of biscuit and paid each
the wages due, and waited for the outcome
of the successful conspiracy. He had not
long to wait. The crew seized their cap-
tain, his son, and seven men who took his
part, put them on board a boat without
arms, provisions, or instruments, and set
them adrift on June 23, 1611. Some few of
the murderers survived the return voyage
to England, but do not seem to have been
punished for the crime.

LOUIS JOLIET

An Early Explorer of the Mississippi Valley

T OUIS JOLIET, a Canadian discoverer
*-** and one of the first explorers of the
Mississippi Valley, was born at Quebec,
December 21, 1645. While there is a
dispute as to whether he, Marquette or
La Salle should be given the honor of
being the first to explore the Missis-
sippi, he was, however, among the fore-
most of the Canadian pioneers to pene-
trate to the great West, and to realize its
extent and possibilities. He was the son of
a wagon maker and was educated for the
priesthood in the Jesuit College at Quebec,
but after taking minor orders in 1662, he
subsequently abandoned his plan to be-
come a priest. In this he was in large part
influenced by his innate fondness for ad-
venture and the woods, and early he became
known as an intrepid voyager. His first
important expedition was in 1669, when he
went with a party to search for copper on
the shores of Lake Superior as well as to
find a more direct route from Montreal to
the upper lakes. On this trip Sault Ste.
Marie was reached and much new country
was seen, exploration being made of the
shores of Lake Superior. In 1671 he was
one of the party with Saint-Lusson at
Sault Ste. Marie which took possession of
the country around Lakes Huron and
Superior in the name of King Louis XIV of
France and made a treaty of friendship with
the Indians. At this time the French
government was greatly interested in ex-
ploration to the West, and in 1671 Joliet
was selected by Frontenac, then governor
of Canada, on the advice of the intend-
ant Talon to visit the West and to ex-
plore the course of the Mississippi which
was supposed, then, to flow into the '' Sea of
California" to the west.

Joliet reached Mackinac in December,
1672, and there found Father James Mar-
quette, who had been anxious to visit the
territory of the Illinois to the west and
south. Here he remained during that
winter, spending the time in active prepa-
rations, and especially in securing data and
maps from the Indians as to the country
to the west and south.